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witness/5    The last named preparation of mercury is fre-
quently administered by Kobaraj's"^ in large and small poi-
sonous doses to the unfortunate sufferers who consult them.
It is no uncommon thing to find a considerable portion of
the lower jaw necrosed, t the tongue swollen, the gums ulcer-
ated, and the entire buccalj cavity excoriated from the
effects of the wholesale exhibition of this powerful salt of
mercury.   Mercury, if taken perfectly pure into the stomach,
is considered to be not poisonous, and as much as a pound
or more has been taken without injury.    The poison acts
most  fatally when inhaled as a vapour, or in a finely-
divided   form  when  rubbed  into  the   skin.    Leiplinger
records a case, in which three persons wero found dead in
bed ; the day before they had rubbed into the body, for the
purpose of curing the itch, a salve containing 270 grammes
of mercury, finely divided.    The symptoms are as follows:  Symptoms.
In mild cases there is a pallor, languor and sore-mouth,
(from sliglltly inflamed gums), foetid breath, and disorder
of the digestive organs.    In acuter cases there is an inflam-
mation of the gums, and indeed of the whole mouth, and
salivation, which is sometimes so profuse, that as much as
two gallons of saliva h&ve been secreted daily.    The saliva
is alkaline, and has a bad odour.    The gums are raised into
slight swellings, which gradually enlarge and coalesce.   The
teeth decay rapidly, they become loose, and some may be
shed, and sometimes portions of the jawbone come away.
There is also nausea and vomiting, pain in the stomach,
and  diarrhoea   alternating  with constipation.   Mercurial
tremor may follow, or accompany the above state, affecting
all the limbs, the face, and the muscles.    This deepens into
paralysis, and the patient dies from exhaustion.    In 1810
a remarkable case occurred, on board H.M.S. Warrior.   A
Spanish ship, laden with mercury^ had been wrecked on
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X Bucoal = Appertaiuing'to the jaw.